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a crowd of people, who had issued from the adjoining
courts. Arrived at the ramparts, we could see nothing.
The battlements were too high to look over, and only the
distant country could be seen through the loopholes, but
from below came the sound of musketry, heavy and con-
tinuous. We went on to the nearest bastion, where, by
climbing on an embrasure, we could look down on the
ditch and the outer defences.
The firing proceeded from the palisaded enclosure
where 1 had entered. A number of English soldiers and
men out of uniform were shooting through the openings
between the stakes, and a crowd were standing behind
them looking on. The shots were not returned, and, as
far as we could see, there was no enemy. Someone
suggested that they might be concealed among the
ravines, which seemed probable. But just then an
officer came up in great indignation, and told us that
the soldiers were firing only for their own amusement.
The objects aimed at appeared to be a donkey and a flock
of vultures. These we now regarded with interest. The
donkey went on grazing, and the vultures, gorged with
the flesh of some dead sheep lying near, sat placid. The
badness of the shooting surprised us, till someone arrived
from below and explained it. He informed us that the
soldiers were all very drunk.
Presently an order came from the General to stop the
firing. It did not receive much attention. Those who
were tired of the amusement left off. The rest continued
it till the afternoon.
With my brother's assistance I now succeeded in
finding my way to the battery, and procured an order
that the boat was not to be fired at. This matter disposed
of, I proceeded to take possession of the quarters assigned
me. These were a room nearly over my brother's apart-